
EUROPEAN SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS
TERMS OF COMPETITION AND LOCAL RULES

European Golf Association

1. GENERAL 
1.1	 Form of Play 
	 The Ladies’ and Men’s Championships will be decided by 

stroke play over three rounds played in accordance with 
the 2023 Rules of Golf as approved by R&A Rules Limited, 
the EGA Generic Terms of Competition and Regulations, 
the EGA Hard Card, the Local Rules approved by the 
Committee at the championship and the Terms herein. 
One round of 18 holes will be played each day.

1.2	 Eligibility of Competitors
	 The Championship shall be open to players of the female 

gender for the ladies’ championship and of the male 
gender for the men’s championship and who:
a)	 have Amateur Status in accordance with the current 

Rules of Amateur Status as published by R&A Rules 
Limited and the USGA; 

b)	 hold a WHS Handicap Index (or other equivalent) 
of 9.0 (Ladies) or 6.0 (Men) or better; The handicap 
certified at the date of entry will be used for all 
purposes;

c)	 are aged 50 or over (Ladies and Men) on  
Day 1 of the Championship.

	 Penalty for Breach of Eligibility Term: Disqualification.

1.3	 Number of Competitors 
	 54 Ladies and 90 Men shall be eligible to compete for 

the Ladies’ and the Men’s Title respectively. Additional 
competitors will be accepted in one championship in the 
event of vacancies in the other championship, up to a 
maximum of 144 competitors.	

1.4	 Cut 
	 The lowest 54 Senior Men’s and lowest 33 Senior Ladies’ 

scores over the first 36 holes, including ties, will qualify 
for the final 18 holes. If a competitor, who has posted 
a two-round total that will qualify for the final round, 
withdraws before or after the final round draw is made, 
the competitor’s results will still be used to calculate the 
leading 54 men’s places and 33 ladies’ places and ties 
that will determine the cut mark.

1.5	 Decision of Ties
	 In the event of a tie for first place in the Ladies’ or Men’s 

Championship after three rounds, the winner shall be 
decided by a hole by hole play-off over one or more holes 
selected by the Committee. The play-off shall start as soon 
as practicable after the final competitors have finished 
their round.

	 In case of a tie for the silver or bronze medal, or the 
subsidiary competition (see 4.3), the places will be 
decided by matching scorecards based on the best score 
for the final 18, 9, 6, 3 holes or last hole, in that order. If 
a tie still exists, an 18-hole count-back will be used on the 
second round.

2. ENTRIES 
2.1	 Reserve List
	 If entries exceed 54 Ladies and/or 90 Men, the starting 

fields shall be decided according to the EGA Ballot 
Method, while exempting those entrants as detailed in 
Section 3 from the reserve list.

	 Note: the Committee reserves the right to limit the 
number of competitors from any country in the final 
starting lists and to allow national golf authorities to rank 
their registered players for both the reserves and starting 
lists. 

	 Unsuccessful entrants shall be informed without delay 
and given the opportunity to compete if withdrawals 
subsequently occur. Entrance fees will be refunded to 
entrants balloted out who do not subsequently compete.

3. EXEMPTIONS 
3.1	 Categories
	 The following will be exempt from their respective 

competitions’ reserve list provided they satisfy the 
handicap requirements: 
a)	 the defending champion, whether she/he satisfies 

the handicap requirements or not;
b)	 any entrant who has placed in the top eight plus ties in 

the Seniors Ladies’ British Amateur Championship or 
the Seniors’ Open Amateur Championship last edition; 

c)	 any entrant who has qualified for the final eight places 
in the US Senior Women’s Amateur Championship or 
the US Senior Amateur Championship last edition;

d)	 one officially nominated Lady and two officially 
nominated Men with a qualifying handicap from 
each EGA member golf authority as well as three 
additional Ladies and four additional Men from the 
host authority.

	 Note: The number of competitors permitted to be 
nominated under exemption category (d) is to be inclusive 
of and not in addition to the number of competitors 
exempt under categories (b) or (c).

4. PRIZES 
4.1	 Title
	 The winner of the Ladies’ Championship shall be the 

European Senior Lady Champion Golfer and the winner 
of the Men’s Championship European Senior Men’s 
Champion Golfer, both for a period of one year, and will 
be presented the respective Championship Trophy.

	 The Championship Trophies shall be kept by the 
European Golf Association. The Organising Committee 
will return the Trophies to the EGA Office who will be 
responsible for engraving and maintaining them.  

4.2	 Placings
	 The winners shall receive a gold medal, the runners up, a 

silver medal and the third-placed competitors, a bronze 
medal. 

4.3	 Subsidiary Competition
	 Subsidiary competitions shall be played within the 

Championships. The female and the male competitors in 
age group 60 and over on Day 1 returning the lowest gross 
score shall receive a memento (decision of ties, see 1.5).
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